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SandraS: Jason, we usualy just introduce ourselves. Just mention where we teach and
what. | think you already know BJ.

JasonGra: | do, she has an amazing blog

SandrasS: | teach literature and writing at University of Alabamain Huntsville.
SandraS: Oh, grest!

SandraS: Wonderful resources, en?

BJB2 nods. Jason has participated in quite afew Tl discussions

SusanR joined the room.

SusanR: Hi Sandra

SandraS waves to Susan!

SandrasS: Susan, we're just introducing ourselves.

SandrasS: Jason, if you don't know Susan, she's along-time Tapped In guru (like BJ) and
leads the K-3+ group and other resources.

SusanR: | am an Occasiona Teacher from Ontario and | facilitate the K to 3+ Great
resources discussions here

SusanR : Welcome Jason

SandrasS: Jason, if you could just introduce yoursdlf to Susan, well get going...
JasonGra: | teach 9-12 At-Risk/ Alt Ed at Lad Lake Synergy School in Milwaukee Wi
SandraS: Grest!

SandraS: Susan and BJ have heard my spiel about the National Writing Project, but |
always start WriteTak with a quick introduction to the organization



SandrasS: then we talk about writing!

SandraS: Jason, have you heard of the National Writing Project (NWP)?
JasonGra: | have not

SandrasS: ok--it's a professional development group

SandraS: started in 1974 at UC Berkeley

SandrasS: it's federally funded and located at about 200 sites at colleges and universities
around the country

SandraS: the basic tenets are that teachers are the best teachers of other teachers
SandraS: teachers teach writing more effectively when they improve their own writing
SandrasS: and writing is a fantastic teaching-learning tool across al disciplines

SandraS: each site conducts a Summer Institute and once a k-16 teacher goes through a
Summer Ingtitute, she or he becomes a teacher consultant

SandraS: that means you can go to national writing retreats
SandraS: work on other projects

SandrasS: it's a dynamic organization and filled with some of the most creative and
passionate teachers |'ve met

SandraS: o let's visit the website
SandraS: for a second
JasonGra: sure

SandraS: when you go there, click on the map at the top and you can see what sites are
located near you

SandrasS: then there's a great search function
SandrasS: so just type an interest you have in the search box and see what appears
SandraS: then come on back here and well talk

Sandr aS: how does that sound?



JasonGra: sounds good, brb

SandraS: k

SandraS waits for Jason's return before giving URL
SandraS. o O ( wethree girlscan chat... )
SandraS: Susan, how are you?

BJB2 smiles.

SusanR: ok

JasonGra: I'm here | search the site in google
SandrasS: oops...

SandrasS: ok, here'sthe url

SusanR: aha

SandraS: http://www.nwp.org

SandrasS: Jason, just holler when you're back here.

JasonGra: I'm back, | love multi- tasking

SandrasS: yeah!

JasonGra: The Site has some awesome resources,

SandrasS: yes, huge amount of resources...

SandraS: looks like there'sa WP at Carroll College

JasonGra: the teaching reading section is a must read for the weekend
SandraS: excellent!

JasonGra: yes, and that is only 20 min away

SandraS: NWP does have areading initiative

Sandr aS: excellent!



SandrasS: looks like they don't have a website

SandrasS: but there's an email address

SandrasS: they may be starting to advertise thelr summer institute
SandraS: so if you're at dl interested, you could get the info. and see how to apply
SandraS: each site does the summer institute a little differently
SandrasS: some give graduate credit for attending

SandrasS: others give stipends

SandrasS: but it's usualy an intensive 4-weeks

SandrasS: filled with writing, reading about writing, teacher demos
JasonGra: I'd go just to improve my skills

SandrasS: it's great because there's a group of k-16 folks

SandraS: and | dways learn from every teacher -- every grade level
SandraS: that's a quick quick intro to the NWP

SandrasS: any questions?

JasonGra: not from me.

SandraS waves to Jeff

SandraS: ok, so let's talk about writing

SusanR . 0 O ( some great resources for collaborative Poetry )

SandraS: I'd like to talk about any writing challenges or concerns we all have. What's the
most nagging challenge we face?

SandraS: oh, cool...
JeffC: motivation
BJB2: you or the kids, Jeff?

JasonGra: student anxiety for writing



SandrasS: both great topics
JeffC: lal bj... well... it'skind of a symbiotic relationship isn't it?

SandraS: Jason, would you please talk alittle bit about student anxiety and how you
view it?

SandrasS: in other words, do you see students getting anxious about writing tests or
certain assignments?

SusanR . 0 O (writer'sblock )

JasonGra: most will write only afew sentences

JeffC has to stop writing for the nonce and go cook dinner.

SandrasS: yes, writer's block...ties in with anxiety and motivation, | think
SandraS: bon appetit, Jeff!

SandraS: so do you see the students writing a few sentences and stopping because they
lose interest?

SandraS: they're anxious about what they're writing?

SusanR: | guess one way to keep anxiety, writer’s block, and procrastination under
control isto get started early and write something every day.

SandrasS: | agree, Susan...consistent practice
SandrasS: that is aso not graded or critiqued

JasonGra: | do not believe they have had to do much of it before they enter my class,
and thus they resist.

SandraS: but might be shared

JasonGra: | have adaily journa at the start of class to encourage writing and creative
thinking

SandraS: cool!
SandraS: like a writer's notebook...

SandraS: maybe we could all share techniques we use to get students to write more and



to be engaged with their writing...

JasonGra: yeah, they receive incentive points for working in it

SandrasS: cool!

SandraS: Susan, do you have anything you tend to use in your classes?
SusanR: a collection of writing prompts that students can choose from

SandrasS: do they write every class period?

SusanR: | had them do ajournal each morning

SandrasS: so both of you use journals as away to help students write consistently
JasonGra: yes

SandraS: | guess the most effective thing | do is freewriting

SandrasS: if you want to see the guidelines | use, they're a featured file in this room

SandrasS: If you reattach your window and look at the top part of this screen, there'sa
box called "check this out..." and the "wrtpractNow.doc" file gives the guidelines

SandraS: which I've adapted from Natalie Goldberg's work in _Writing Down the
Bones

SandraS: and _Wild Mind_
SandrasS: two books about writing

SandraS: What | like about freewriting is its flexibility and applicability to so many
things

SandraS: For instance, if students have a reading assignment, the freewriting prompt
might be to discuss a short story by summarizing from one of the character's point of
view -- in first person.

BJB2: can you do free writing with any age?

SandrasS: So folks just write for 5 minutes. then we read aoud

SandraS: Yes, | think so.

SandraS: | know some first-grade teachers who use it.



SandraS: And journals

SandraS: So it's a pressure-free, grade- free way for students to keep practicing their own
ideas and thoughts through writing.

SandraS: And then when we read aloud, we get this great range of ideas and voices.
SandraS: It'saway of honoring their writing.
SandrasS: Not everyone likes it...

SandrasS: Jason, is there anything you'd like to try in your writing assignments that you
haven't tried yet?

JasonGra: I've tried to get the students to post on a classroom blog,
SandrasS: how'd that go?

JasonGra: not to my expectations

SandraS: what happened?

JasonGra: very short, very concrete responses limited insight
SandraS: so you expected longer pieces of writing, more creative or in-depth...
JasonGra: yeah, especialy with the prompts

SandrasS: you fet you had good prompts?

JasonGra: | think so, Thefirst one | had them respond to BJB's blog
BJB2 amiles

SandrasS: cool!

SandraS: there are alot of ways to use blogs in the classroom
SandraS: | wanted students to have their own blogs

SandrasS: and I've got a couple teachers who are now using Google Groups -- an email
list -- to get conversation going

Sandr aS: that seems to work well for them



SandrasS: so there are other options besides blogs
JasonGra: I've never considered google groups
JasonGra: that might be a way to increase conversations

SandrasS: yes, and you could even ask students to be responsible for coming up with
prompts that everyone could write on...

JasonGra: very true

SandrasS: here's one of my favorite prompts. Write about something you were afraid to
do but did anyway.

SandraS: This usually produces a good bit of writing, and it's usually engaging.
SandrasS: It also spotlights everyone's courage...

SandrasS: in some area...

JasonGra: builds community, everyone has fears

SandraS: Yed

SandrasS: I'm always amazed at how courageous everyone is!

SandraS: Also, | dways write along with everyone else and | share what | write, too.
SandraS: That means I'm modeling writing, I'm doing what | expect my students to do.
JasonGra: | do that as well, helps reinforce the idea of a learning community

SandraS: For me, | notice that the more | become a writer among writers, the more
effective ateacher | am.

SandraS: yed

JasonGra: My favorite prompt thus far has been a reflection on values, what do we hold
dear and why

SandraS: Wow -- that's a deep one.
SandraS: Do you know the "This | Believe" essay series? from Nationa Public Radio?

JasonGra: | have not



SandraS: http://thisibelieve.org

SandraS: | worked with a Nebraska high school teacher last fall
SandrasS: two of her classes and two of mine collaborated on google docs
SandrasS: to write their own This | Believe Essays

SandraS: the essays are very much about people's values

SandrasS: they're short, easy to read...might be a great thing to have students read and
respond to

SandraS: there's also a search function

SandraS: and an essay database

SandrasS: so you can see essays on humor, family, recovery, religion.....
SandrasS: our students wrote essays and submitted them

SandraS: the collaboration across schools was not the success we hoped for
SandrasS: but working with the This | Believe essays was till a great experience
JasonGra: it's like areal time socia history

SandrasS: that's a great way of describing it!

SandraS: yeah, and you can see some of the essays from the original series from the 50s
with Edward R. Murrow

SandraS: Jackie Robinson, Thurgood Marshall, Einstein...

SandraS: another thing about NWP | think is important is the support for teachers
writing about their own practice, their own research

SandrasS: so most of the returns from a search at NWP will give you articles by teachers

SandraS: The Quarterly is the online journal and they work hard with teachers to hone
their writing....

SandraS: it's an inval uable resource

JasonGra: The deadline for the Oshgosh summer class is tomorrow



SandraS . o O ( more weekend reading )
SandraS: wow!
JasonGra: | hope Carroll has one abit further down the line

SandrasS: if you're redlly interested, I'm sure they'd talk to you if you emailed or
phoned...just let them know you just found out about NWP

SandrasS: they will have one every summer

JasonGra: | loved to do this summer, | feel writing is something | need to work on with
my students and myself

SandrasS: the directors of the sites are usually very approachable...you can just call or
email and just find out what the site is doing

SandrasS: they don't aways get enough applicants
SandraS: I'm sure they'd love to hear from you
SandrasS: If you need any help at dl, please let me know
SandraS: We're about at the end of the hour.

JasonGra: wow did time fly

SandraS: I'm so glad you came to WriteTak, Jason!
BJB2: Thanks, Sandy. Lots of good info, as dways
SandraS: | enjoyed hearing about your teaching practice!
SandrasS bows to BJ

SusanR: Thanks Sandra... listening to one or two stories on the
http://thisibelieve.org/view featured essays.php site

SandraS: cool!
SusanR: like the audio feature
SandrasS: yes, | do too!

SusanR : adds texture



SandrasS: | agree...

BJB2: podcasts might be something else to look into, Jason
SandraS: there are some wonderful essays

SandraS: ooh, great idea BJ

SandraS: where's that site...youthradio...

SandrasS: hang on

SusanR : http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story. php?storyl d=4692815

SusanR : would that be it?

SandraS: http://youthradio.wordpress.org

SandraS: it may be just elementary schools
SandrasS: but it's a great model!

SandrasS: check out "Donny and the Ghost"
SandraS: student-writtenand performed stories
JasonGra: | will,

JasonGra: thanks for the excellent resources
SandraS: Take care!

BJB2 waves goodnight

SandraS: Good night al!



